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The traditional marine terminal, equipped with labor, rope-nets, slings, crowbars, and hand trucks, was phased out during the 1940s as the wood pallet and forklift truck came into general use. This was just the step in the rapid evolution of cargo handling. It was followed by the through shipment of unitized loads, the introduction of roll-on/roll-off systems, and finally the onset of containerization.
Each change evolved from a primitive form to the more sophisticated result: the pallet from the cargo tray; the modern container from the many reusable military containers in use during World War II; the straddle carrier from the lumber carrier of the 1930s;
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